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THE ANNUAL MEETING 


HE annual meeting of the Illinois State Teachers’ Association 

will be held at Springfield, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 

Dec. 29-30-31. The executiv committee has prepared a strong 

program. Now it is the privileg and duty of the members of 

the association to make it effectiv. To establish the “point of 
contact” between the educational needs and ideals that we endorse 
and the people, who must finally pass on their value and practicabil- 
ity, WE MUST ATTEND THIS MOST IMPORTANT MEETING OF 
THE YEAR. We have just completed a series of five division meet- 
ings that were splendid successes from the standpoint of attendance 
and the constructiv policies outlined and started on the road to applica- 
tion. But these policies will be of no avail if they are not pusht at the 
State meeting, our annual “clearing house.” 

There are certain members of the teaching profession more vitally 
concerned with, and interested in, the state-wide pension act than any 
other mesure. They gave birth to the plan, and to be consistent they 
should marshal their forces at Springfield to clinch their arguments 
and crystallize their ideas on the same. Likewise, others are primar- 
ily interested in, and espouse, vocational education, minimum wage, 
tenure of servis, two-mill tax, sanitation, consolidation or township 
unit, etc. All should come and “reason together.” This particular 
annual gathering is going to be epoch-making in its results. It will 
be first of all a WORKING BODY, The business session on Tues- 
day forenoon, an outline of which appears on another page of this is- 
sue in an article prepared by W. R. Hatfield of Chicago, Chairman of 
the State Legislativ Committee, will be a lively discussion of the pres- 
ent essentials in Illinois education. There should be at least 2500 
members present at the Holiday meeting. This would constitute only 
one-fourth of our membership. 


How to Help In Enrollment at Springfield 


1. Bring your receipt of membership with you. 

2. If you have lost or misplaced your receipt, bring your badge re- 
ceivd at your last division meeting. 

3. In case you have paid your fee at some division meeting and 
have neither of the above mentiond evidences of membership, fill out 
a card, giving name, post-offis address, and the division of which 
you may be a member. Have this redy to hand to the enrolling clerk 
at the meeting, who will be supplied with the mailing list from the 
Secretary's offis for the purpose of verifying memberships. 

4. All teachers who have either attended a division meeting or 
remitted a membership fee of one dollar to some division tresurer or 
the State Tresurer SINCE the last State meeting, are entitled to all 
the privileges of the coming State meeting without further payment of 
fees. 

There are still many imperfections in our new system. So come 
prepared to help and bring a large supply of patience with you. 
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STATE MEETING 


Below is given the complete pro- 
gram of the general sessions of the 
Springfield meeting, with the- excep- 
tion of the business session Tuesday 
morning, a program of which may be 
found on page four in the article 
written by W. R. Hatfield. Lack of 
space prevents our printing a com- 
plete program of the section meetings, 
but we are giving the hour, the place 
of meeting and the speakers for the 
various division meetings. 

General Sessions 
Hall of Representativs 


Monday, Dec. 29, 7:45 P. M. 
Music ..... Imperial Quartet 
Invocation...Dr. Donald C. MacLeod 
Pastor First Pres. Church, Springfield 
President’s Address 

Western State Normal, Macomb 
Music Quartet 
Hon. Edward F. Dunne 
Governor of Illinois 
Address, “The Next Stepin Education” 
...Dr. Frank W. Gunsalus, Chicago 
Appointment of Committees 


Music Quartet 


Memorial Exercises 
Hall of Representativs 


Tuesday, Dec. 30, 4:30 P. M. 
Music Quartet 
P. R. Walker—By W. H. Hatch, Oak 

Park. 

John Trainer ‘ 

By Geo. R. Shawhan, 

8S. J. Ferguson ened 

....By H. B. Hayden, Rock Island 
General Sessions 

Tuesday, Dec. 30, 7:45 P. M. 
Music Quartet 
Annual Address 

Francis 4G. 
Instruction. 
Address, “Is There Any Science in 
Education?” W. P. Morgan 
Western State Normal, Macomb 
Music Quartet 
Address, “The Basis for Judging 
Class Room Instruction” 
Dr. Frank McMurry, 
University. 
IS ch Mla es tiie to 0 wasnt te eee 
Hall of Representativs 
Wednesday, Dec. 31, 8:45 A. M. 


Music Quartet 
Rusiness 


Champaign 


Blair, Supt. Public 


Columbia 


Quartet 


Address, “Women's Vote in 
Relation to Child Welfare” 
nenne’ Mrs. Lucy B. Owen, Chicago 
Music Quartet 
Address, “Blending the Vocational 
and Non-Vocational in Educa- 
tion” Dean Eugene Davenport 
University of Illinois 
Address, “Education and the Gen- 
eral Assembly” 
Senator W. Duff Piercy 
Mt. Vernon 
County Superintendents’ Section 
Senate Chamber 
Tuesday, Dec. 30, 1:45 P. M. 
Speakers—B. C. Moore, Blooming- 
ton; Edward J. Tobin, Chicago; W. E. 
Herbert, Pontiac; H. L. Fowkes, Tay- 
lorville; Eva B. Batterton, Peters- 
burg; D. F. Nickols, Lincoln. 
Principals’ Section 
Hall of Representativs 
Tuesday, Dec. 30, 1:45 P. M. 
Speakers—H. S. Magill, Jr., Spring- 
field; John C. Hanna, Oak Park; G. P. 
Randle, Danville; Lotus D. Coffman, 
Urbana. 

Country Teachers’ Section 
Supervisor’s Room, Court House 
Tuesday, Dec. 30, 1:45 P. M. 
Speakers—Marie T. Harvey, Kirks- 
ville; Faerie Mallory, Rollo; Caroline 
Grote, Normal; O. A. Towns, Flora; 
W. R. Foster, Ottawa; W. P. Morgan, 
Macomb; Fannie S. Merwin, Havana, 
Village Principals’ Section 
Senate Committee Room No. 1 
Tuesday, Dec. 30, 1:45 P. M. 
Speakers—-H. S. Magill, Jr., Spring- 
tield; J. W. Morgan, Clayton; W. S. 
PRooth, Springfield; W. P. Morgan, 

Macomb. 
College Section 
Board of Education Rooms; 
Offis Bldg., 6th Floor 
Tuesday, Dec. 30, 1:45 P. M. 
Speakers—H. J. Barton, Urbana; R. 
H. Tanner, Jacksonville; Thos. F. 
Holgate, Evanston; R. E. Hierony- 
mus, Eureka. 
High School Section 
High School Auditorium 
Tuesday, Dec. 30, 1:45 P. M. 
Speakers—Wm. B. Owen, Chicago; 
Zonia Barber, Chicago; C. H. Johns- 
ton, irbane 


Leland 
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Primary Section 
State Library 
Tuesday, Dec. 30, 1:45 P. M. 
Speakers — Edna _ Keith, Joliet; 
Charles W. Finley, Macomb; Mary 
Pollock, Peoria. 
Normal School Council 
Banquet Hall, Leland Hotel 
Tuesday, Dec. 30, 1:45 P. M. 
Speakers—C. E. Allen, Carbondale; 
J. Rose Colby, Normal; E. H. Taylor, 
Charleston; Mabel L. Corbin, Ma- 
comb. Music Section 
Sun Parlors, Leland Hotel 
Tuesday, Dec. 30, 1:45 P. M. 
Speakers—Constance B. Smith, Ur- 
bana; O. E. Robinson, Chicago; Mary 
Mykins, Peoria; Minerva Hall, De- 
eatur; E. L. Baker, Moline. 
Child Study Section 
Senate Committee Room No. 18 
Tuesday, Dec. 30, 1:45 P. M. 
Speakers—C. E. Holley, Urbana; C. 


L. Harlan, Danville; C. H. Taylor, 
Charleston. 
Commercial Teachers’ Section 


Senate Committee Room No. 16 
Friday, Dec. 30, 1:45 P. M. 
Speakers—Chas. M. Thompson, Ur- 
bana; Jay A. Ford, DeKalb; Fred C. 
Keeler, Peoria. 
Parent Teachers’ Section 
Y. W. C. A. Parlors 
Tuesday, Dec. 30, 1:45 P. M. 
Speakers—Amelia Sear, Chicago; 
W. H. Packard, Peoria. 





Deth of Samuel J. Ferguson 


Supt. S. J. Ferguson of Rock Island 
past away at his home on Monday, 
Nov. 24. Mr. Ferguson had been 
County Superintendent of Schoois vf 
Reck Island County for fifteen yeurs, 
being on his fourth term. Mr. Fergu- 
son was a familiar personality in the 
educational affairs of the state and 
had a large circle of close personal 
friends. For many years he had been 
the manager of the Teachers’ Read- 
ing Circle in the State. He was born 
at Hayes, Md., Mar. 20, 1865, and his 
early education was receivd in the 
schools at that place. Later he grad- 
uated from Lebanon College, Leban- 
on, O. He was elected Principal of 
the Reynolds High School in 1894, 
where he remaind until 1898 when he 
was elected County Superintendent, 
which position he fild until his deth. 
Mr. Ferguson will be keenly mist hv 
the teaching profession of Illinois and 
their hartfelt sympathy is extended to 
the bereavd wife and three children. 





Some More About A State W ide 
Pension Bill 


Miss Eva A. Smedley, Principal of 
the Noyes Street School, Evanston, has 
submitted to us a brief of the funda- 
mental elersents of a state wide pen- 
sion act which we should like to pub- 
lish in full. On account of limited 
space in this issue we are compeld tuo 
select the most prominent features of 
the proposed bill and publish them 
in the form of hedlines. We hope to 
be able to give a more complete sy- 
nopsis from the pen of Miss Smedley 
in the near future. 

1—-Qualifications 
Twenty-five years’ 
schools. 

2—Disability 
years’ servis. 

3— Servis as State Superintendent 
and County Superintendent to come 
under act. 

4—Leave of absence for two years, 
one for study, shall count in servis. 

5—To become a beneficiary only 
after $400 has been paid. 

6—Payments $10 a year for first 
ten years; $15 for next ten; $30 for 
last five years. 

7—Copies of law to be furnisht 
candidates seeking teacher's license. 

8—Exprest desire to become a 
member of pension fund in the con- 
tract between school board and 
teacher. 

9—Declaration of experienced 
teachers, activ and non-activ, within 
stated time, for credit for past years 
experience. 

10—Servis outside state to be cred- 
ited three-fourths. Fifteen years 
minimum servis within state. 

1i—Sworn statements as to servis. 

12—Beneficiary not bard from inci- 
dental work. 

13—Pensioners allowd to re-enter 
work, annuity discontinues for period. 

14—-State to levy tax of % mill on 
a dollar on all taxable property. 

15—-Pension fund in charge of of- 
tis of State Superintendent of Fubiic 
{nstruction. 

16—Teacher exempt after payment 
of $400 to fund. 

17—Restraining teachers from fur- 
ther servis after 25 years, in case of 
complaint. 

18—Boards of Education may leg- 
ally pension teachers who have servd 
them twenty-five years and who. have 
attaind the age of sixty years. 


for 
servis 


pension — 
in public 
fifteen 


cause” for 














THE ILLINOIS TEACHER 





Business Session of State Meeting 


HALL OF REPRESENTATIVS 
Tuesday, Dec. 30, 8:45 A. M. 
Music Quartet 

Report of Tresurer 
Charles McIntosh, Monticello 
Report of Secretary of Association 
G. W. Conn, Jr., Woodstock 
Education and the Last General As- 
sembly....H. S. Magill, Springfield 


Tentativ Proposed Legislation 

(a) Sanitation Law—UvU. J. Hoff- 
man, Assistant State Supt. 

(b) A Larger School Unit for Ad- 
ministrativ Purposes—W. W. Coultas, 
Co. Supt. DeKalb County. 

(c) A State Pension and Retire- 
ment Fund—Cyrus Grove, County 
Supt. Stephenson County. 

(d) A Minimum Wage for Teach- 
ers—G. W. Gaylor, Canton. 

(e) Vocational Education—B. F. 
Harris, Champaign. 

(f) Tenure of Position of Superin- 
tendents and Teachers—C. M. Bard- 
well, Aurora. 

(gz) The Supreme Court and the 
Township High Schools—F. G. Blair, 
Supt. Pub. Inst. 

(h) An Increast State Distribut- 
able Fund—S. H. Bohn, Centralia. 

The Function of the State Associa- 
tion in This—W. R. Hatfield, Ch. State 
Leg. Com. 

Report of Committee on Resolu- 
tions—G. P. Randle, Danville. 

Report of Committee on Appropria- 
tions—Gerard T. Smith, Peoria. 

Report of Committee on Nomina- 
tions—-Gerard T. Smith. 

The program of the business session 
of the coming meeting of the Illinois 
State Teachers’ Association as given 
above includes a large part of the 
program of the legislativ committee 
for the year 1914. 

The program as presented aims to 
set forth in ten minute talks sharply 
and clearly the main features of the 
proposed bills with the reasons for 
their enactment into law. 

To the writer, these mesures separ- 
ate themselvs into three classes: 

(1) Mesures having to do with the 
school plant and its administration. 

(a) The sanitation bill which 
provides for the sanitary arrange- 
ments and conditions of school bild- 
ings yet to be erected and of bild- 


ings now erected but not up to 

standard. 

(b) The larger school unit for 
administration and taxing purposes 
which proposes to change from the 
small country district which has 
outlivd its usefulness, to some larg- 
er unit as a township, an industrial 
unit, or a county. 

(c) The modification of the re- 
cent law relating to township high 
schools the action on which by the 
Supreme Tourt last June renderd it 
null and void. 

Of the three the larger school unit 
seems the more fundamental. It 
should be permissiv and would at first 
be of most servis to the communities 
having good road making material. 
There the expense of transportation 
of school children would not be pro- 
hibitiv. There can be no question as 
to the greater efficiency and lessend 
cost for corresponding results in the 
larger unit. 

The sanitation bill should become a 
law for it would at once apply to all 
the rural and village schools and 
would greatly aid the most excellent 
work being done by the state depart- 
ment in improving and standardizing 
them. 

(2) Mesures having to do with the 
conservation of the profession of 
teaching by the state. 

(a) The pension and retirement 
fund bill provides for a fund to be 
managed by the state to which both 
teachers and state shall be contrib- 
utors. There are hundreds and thous- 
ands of teachers now advanced in 
years who have given their lives to a 
noble servis on a meager wage who 
have little or no means for their de- 
clining years. What a relief a pros- 
pectiv pension would be to these 
faithful servants of the state. It is 
a good omen that a strong movement 
originating at Freeport is overspred- 
ing the state in favor of a state pen- 
ion system. It is meeting with won- 
de: ful success. 

(b) The minimum wage which 
provides that the annual salary of a 
tea-her shall not be less than $300. 
This will do away with the competi- 
tion of*boys and girls who live at 
home and teach for a small wage to 
“get experience.” Over 3000 teachers 
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last year taught for less than $300 per 
annum and over 16000 receivd less 
than $500. How can forceful brainy 
persons choose and continue in a pro- 
fession with such remuneracion as 
that, however noble the profession 
may be? Why should teachers be the 
missionaries when the state pays its 
other workers so much better? Surely 
ours is the most important of all. Is 
it because we have not been in poli- 
tics? 

(c) A 


tenure of position § for 


‘teachers and superintendents which 


provides that after an initial satisfac- 
tory servis the term of contract may 
be extended to four years. Why 
should experienced successful teach- 
ers come up annually for re-election 
and often be thrown out without reas- 
on or explanation? Why should they 
not be under some ferm of civil ser- 
vis and removed only for cause? 


(a) A mesure having to do with 
extending the course of study in such 
a way as to relate more closely our 
educational system with the indus- 
trial-life-to-be of our pupils. A pro- 
vision for a genuin practical vocation- 
al education would give new vigor and 
efficiency to the whole system—to 
teacher and pupil alike. It would 
give an economic value which would 
inspire the confidence of parent and 
pupil alike in the public school and 
lead to longer terms of preparation. 
It is one of the most fundamental and 
far reaching of all the mesures pro- 
posed. 

The increase of the state distribut- 
able fund to the full two-mill tax rate 
would add much to the effectivness of 
the foregoing proposd mesures 
should they become a law. 

If in the minds of the teachers 
there are other and more fundament- 
al changes desired, they should be 
presented to the committee early 
enough to be carefully studied and 
prepared for presentation to the legis- 
lature. 

The plan of action for this year is 
to appoint a committee for each mes- 
ure which shall study it carefully, 
present conclusions and formulate the 
bill. It is hoped that we may be able 
to establish such a relation to the ed- 
ucational department of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois that we may secure 
very valuable assistance in working 
out our problems. This year for 
study and next year for prompt, con- 
certed, decisiv action. 


There are signs of promis of great 
things near at hand in the educational 
history of Illinois. Everywhere men 
are questioning time-honord tradi- 
tions, rebelling at the limitations to 
freedom in securing greater results 
for a given effort, seeking social effi- 
ciency and a freer and better life. Old 
modes of life and thinking are giving 
place to new and better ones. The 
spirit of change is in the air. The 
time is ripe for the teaching body to 
move upon and lay waste some old 
traditions that have for years im- 
paird its efficiency and construct in 
their sted new modes and conditions 
of work that shall add strength and 
skill to its hands and hope and cour- 
age to its hart. 

From all sides comes the assurance 
from school men that they are awake 
to the situation and are moving for- 
ward. What a great year 1914 will 
be for Lilinois. 

W. R. HATFIELD, 
Chairman State Legislativ Com. 

The Chicago Division of the Illinois 
State Association will issue a report 
of the recent meeting which will be 
sent to all the present members be- 
fore the holidays. If possible the 
most of the addresses on pensions and 
country school needs will be given in 
detail. 

Piatt County and Champaign Coun- 
ty combined forces and held a joint 
institute November 21st and 22nd. 
The two-day program was cramd full 
of good things, and the superintend- 
ents, Mr. McIntosh and Mr. Watts, 
are entitled to much credit for the 
care and thought they had given to 
the choice and arrangement of the 
speakers on the program. 

In connection with the program for 
this institute we receivd two most ex- 
cellent little pamflets from Mr. 
Watts of Champaign county. One is 
a very complete directory of the 
teachers of that county, giving also 
their salaries. The other is a course 
of study to be used as supplementary 
to the state course. 

In still another paper do we find 
contests the chief theme. The Logan 
County School Messenger for Novem- 
ber contains articles concerning a 
corn judging contest for boys and a 
bred making contest for girls, also 
considerable information about the 
state spelling contest to be held dur- 
ing the meeting of the State Associa- 
tion at Springfield, in December. 
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City Welfare Exhibit 


October 27th, 28th and 29th a City 
Welfare Exhibit was held in the 
Shields Assembly Hall in Chicago. 
Classes from the various schools gave 
musical numbers in the afternoon. 
Miss Louise Montgomery of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago Settlement addrest 
the women of the neighborhood on 
Wednesday afternoon. Wednesday ev- 
ening three prominent men who were 
formerly connected with the Shields’ 
School spoke. They are E. J. Tobin, 
Supt. of Cook County schools, Judge 
John J. Sullivan of the Court of Do- 
mestic Relations and Prin. James W. 
Brooks of the Altgeldt school. The 
exhibit comprised charts concerning 
Clean Air, City Streets, Park Systems, 
Bathing Beaches, Public Libraries, 
Schools, Child Welfare, Birth Regis- 
tration, Helth Department, Foods and 
Markets, The Garbage Problem and 
Jails. This movement is to be most 
highly commended. It will be a dis- 
tinct step toward solving our educa- 
tional problems when we realize that 
there exists between the home, the 
municipality and the school such a re- 
lationship that evil conditions in one 
affect the development of the other; 
and that all must work together for 
the welfare of the child. 





Work on the mailing list would be 
simplified if county and city superin- 
tendents would send us directories 
containing the names and addresses 
of their teachers. 


The Charleston Meeting 


On account of conflicting dates we 
were unable to be present at the 
meeting of the Eastern Section at 
Charleston. From the reports that 
we have been able to obtain the 
meeting was a grand success from 
both standpoints, attendance and in- 
terest. The enrollment was 1,557. 
This with memberships previously 
sent in to the division tresurer gives a 
total of 1,595. The results should be 
gratifying to the officers of the divis- 
ion who labord so unselfishly for the 
good of the cause. 

Offisers of The Eastern Division For 
The Year 1914 

President—Supt. L. W. 
Watseka. 

Vice Pres.—Co. 
Roughton, Sullivan. 

Secretary—Prin. Jessie F. Fleming, 
Urbana. 

Tresurer—Co. 
Tuscola. 

Representativs on 
State Association: 

Appropriations—Supt. W. W. 
est, Champaign. 

Legislation—Co. 
Intosh, Monticello. 

Resolutions—Co. 
Brown, Paris. 

Executiv Committee—J. 
Effingham; H. J. Hargis, 
L. Fowkes, Taylorville. 


Resolutions Adopted At The Charles- 
ton Meeting 

Your committee on _ resolutions 
would respectfully submit the follow- 
ing report:— 

Resolvd: That it be the sense and 
recommendation of the Eastern Di- 
vision of the Illinois State Teachers’ 
Association that the fiscal year of the 
State Association, begin September 1, 
and end August 31. 

That, as members of the Eastern 
Division we express our gratitude to 
the legislature for the million dollars 
added to the state common school dis- 
tributable fund, and that we urge the 
speedy restoration of the original two 
mill tax. 

That we recommend the passage of 
a bill which shall extend on a just 
and equitable basis, pension benefits 
to all the teachers of the state. 

That we recommend the passage of 
a bill which shall substitute the coun- 
ty or township unit for the present 
district system. 


Haviland, 
Supt. Van D. 
Supt. E. E. Gere, 
Committees of 
Earn- 
Supt. Charles Mc- 
Supt. Geo. W. 


W. Davis, 
Kansas; H. 
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That we recommend a law provid- 
ing for the transportation of pupils to 
and from consolidated schools at pub- 
lic expense. 

That we are in harty sympathy with 
the expansion of our public schools 
along vocational lines, and earnestly 
recommend provision therefore, as set 
forth in the Conference Vocational 
Training Bill presented to the late 
General Assembly. 


That we thank the Trustees and ad- 
ministrativ offisers of the Eastern 
Normal School for the gracious and 
generous hospitality extended, and the 
musical talent of the institution and 
city for the plesure which their excel- 
lently renderd music afforded. 


That we thank the citizens of 
Charleston who, by so kindly and gen- 
erously opening their homes, make 
possible the large attendance which 
characterizes our meetings. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. W. Earnest, 
Fiske Allen, 
T. W. B. Everhart. 


New Constitution Adopted At The 
Charleston Meeting 


The teachers present at the meeting 
of the Eastern Section wisely con- 
structed a new constitution that 
makes the division accord with the 
State Association. They also wisely 
provided for amendments to the same 
on comparativly terms. They had in 
mind evidently the principle that the 
constitution is to serv the teachers 
and not to enslave them. Amend- 
ments can be made by a vote of two- 
thirds present on twenty-four hours’ 
notis of the same. 


Supt. Earnest’s Plan For The Com- 
mittee on Resolutions 


Supt. Earnest of Champaign intro- 
duced a resolution to the effect that 
the committee on resolutions for the 
division be appointed one year in ad- 
vance in order to give adequate time 
for the framing of resolutions that 
would be genuin and intelligent ex- 
pressions of the teachers. We believe 
the idea to be a good one. To make 
the resolutions real expressions of 
the ideals of the teachers of the state 
we must adopt methods of procedure 
that give time for ascertaining senti- 
ments that give a semblance of pos- 
sessing a fixt conviction of what ought 
to be done. We must break ourselves 


of that pernicious habit of going off 
half primed and not meaning what we 
say. 


Credit Due Supt. F. E. Sanford For 
Large Attendance 


To Mr. Sanford is much credit due 
for the large attendance at the meet- 
ings. He had taken advantage of ev- 
ery avenue for securing publicity and 
advertisement by both voice and pen 
had been employd effectivly. Appro- 
priate recognition was extended to the 
efficient chairman by making him the 
next President of this division. The 
other offisers elected are as follows: 

Vice-President — Minnie Witham, 
Oak Park. 

Secretary—S. F. Parson, DeKalb. | 

Tresurer—Newell D. Gilbert, De- 
Kalb. 

Executiv Committee—E. A. Ellis, 
Geneva, Chairman; W. L. Nida, River 
Forest; Fay Small, Algonquin. 

Members of State Committees— 
Legislativ—Jesse L. Smith, Highland 
Park; Resolutions—E. C. Fisher, 
Dundee; Appropriations—F. M. Rich- 
ardson, Chicago Heights. 





The farmers of Jackson Township, 
near Joliet, are becoming much dis- 
trest over the fact that despite all 
their welth they are standing still in 
the matter of schools and not giving 
the boys and girls of their country dis- 
tricts the education that our modern 


conditions demand. So _ states the 
Joliet News. When the farmers re- 
alize that they can and should have 
domestic science, agriculture, and a 
high school course right in their own 
district we will have a concerted move- 
ment for consolidation, but this effort 
must come from within, not from 
sources outside of the rural commu- 
nity. 

Thru the medium of this same paper 
we learn that Supt. R. O. Stoops is 
asking that Binet tests be introduced 
into the public schools of Joliet. Mr. 
Stoops feels that by the use of these 
tests the teacher will be able to de- 
termin which children should have 
special instruction so that she may 
spend all her time with the normal 
pupils, thus eliminating the usual 
wasted time consumed in sepeating 
for the benefit of a stupid child what 
the bright pupil has alredy graspt. 
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Oak Park Meeting 


About eighteen hundred teachers 
gathered at Oak Park on Friday, Nov. 
7. Over-flow audiences even in the 
section meetings became the neces- 
sary fashion. Ex-Supt. E. G. Cooley 
of Chicago, and Banker B. F. Harris 
of Champaign were the speakers of 
the forenoon session. Both speakers 
met the hopeful anticipations of the 
people present to hear them. The 
subject was vocational education and 
the two men presented the two op- 
posing systems of administration pro- 
posed for this departure in our edu- 
cation. Vocational education is in the 
air so to speak and like Banquo’s 
ghost will not down. Frank discus- 
sion of the theme will in time clear 
the atmosphere and we have faith in 
the right solution in the end. 


Evening Meeting Not So Weli 
Attended 

The evening meeting at Oak Park 
was not so well attended as the morn- 
ing session. This was due to the fact 
that many of the teachers did not re- 
main over for the Saturday session at 
Fullerton Hall, Chicago. However, 
the meeting on Saturday, which was 
held in conjunction with the Cook 
County Teachers’ Association was a 
success in attendance as well as in 
every other way. 

Section Meetings Crowded 

The section meetings of the after- 
noon were crowded to the extent of 
the sacrifice of physical comfort, al- 
though this was no fault of the com- 
mittee in charge. They did all they 
could to relieve the strain of the situ- 
ation but the unusual attendance 
made adequate accommodations in 
rooms an impossibility. 


Resolutions Past At Oak Park 
Meeting 


AND WHEREAS, it is the recog- 
nized purpose and desire of this As- 
sociation that the public schools of 
the state of Illinois shall furnish the 
largest possible opportunity for the 
normal growth and development of 
the children of Illinois, and 

WHEREAS, this can be accom- 
plisht only by the activ co-operation 
of the law makers of the state and the 
members of the teaching profession, 
be it . 

RESOLVD, that the members of 
the next regular Assembly be respect- 
fully requested to give their favorable 


consideration to the following needed 
legislation. 

First—That a Sanitation Law be 
past, authorizing the State Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction to pub- 
lish an authoritativ list of require- 
ments as to the lighting, seating, heat- 
ing and ventilation of all new school 
bildings to this standard in regard to 
heating, ventilation and toilet facili- 
ties within a reasonable limited time 
or be penalized by the forfiture of all 
revenue derived from the state. 

Second—tThat as an aid to procur- 
ing better prepared teachers who will 
give a longer term of useful servis to 
this important work of the state the 
following bills be past:— 

(a) A Minimum Wage Law for 
teachers. 

(b) A Teachers’ Pension bill 
which shall be state wide in its appli- 
cation. 

Third—tThat as it is the experience 
of those most activ in attempting the 
consolidation of rural school districts, 
that the greatest obstacle is the ina- 
bility of the district to furnish trans- 
portation to the pupils—this associa- 
tion requests the passage of a con- 
veyance law for the state of Illinois. 


Fourth—In recognition of the fact 
that under the present unit of school 
authority an equality of opportunity 
cannot be offerd to all children of the 
state, this Association requests the 
passage of a law making the unit of 
authority the Township rather than 
the present district unit. 

RESOLVD that the members of the 
Eastern Section of the Northern IIlli- 
nois Teachers’ Association, assembled 
at Oak Park November 7th, 1913, de- 
sire to acknowledge our deep appre- 
ciation of constructiv legislation af- 
fecting in a direct way the educational 
interests of the state which was en- 
acted at the recent session of the 
legislature and receivd the executiv 
approval of Governor Edward F. 
Dunne. Among such enactments we 
wish especially to commend— 

(a) The Certificating Bill which 
provides for maintaining a high 
standard of qualification of teachers, 
for the state wide recognition of 
normal school diplomas and of other 
evidences of scholarship and of pro- 
fessional training. 

(b) The free high school tuition 
mesure opening up high school faci- 
lities for pupils residing in districts 
not provided with such facilities. 
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(c) The _ so-cald 
bill’ which offers relief to many 
school districts whose educational 
fund is not adequate. 

(d) The appropriation of an ad- 
ditional million dollars to the distri- 
butable fund for educational pur- 
poses. This we regard as an im- 
portant step toward the restoration 
of the two-mill tax, which we recom- 
mend as a wise and extremely impor- 
tant piece of legislation. 

It is the judgment of this associa- 
tion— 

That a vocational bill be past em- 
bodying the best constructiv thought 
and practic of the day and providing 
the widesi possible adaptation to the 
varied needs of the children of our 
commonwelth. 

RESOLVD that the State Associa- 
tion appoint a committee whose. duty 
it shall be to draft a vocational bill 
to be presented for passage at the 
next regular session of the assembly. 

In recognition of the courtesies ex- 
tended by Principal John Calvin 
Hanna and his assistants and the 
members of the Oak Park and River 
Forest Township High School Board 
of Education and Supt. Hatch of the 
Elementary Schools we desire to ex- 
press out thanks and appreciation. 

We wish further to express our 
thanks to the members of the execu- 
tiv committee and Chairman Sanford 
in particular for his untiring efforts 
in the preparation of the excellent 
program which has been presented 
and especially to mention the excel- 
lent musical program which was ren- 
derd by Director W. Otto Messner and 
his high school orchestra and chorus. 

Jesse L. Smith—Chairman. 
T. Arthur Simpson 

J. E. Lemon 

E. A. Ellis. 


“two per cent 





The November number of the 
Woodford County School Bulletin is 
particularly concernd with informa- 
tion about various contests—spelling, 
corn and bred judging, good roads 
essay contest—that are to be held in 
that county in the near future. Judg- 
ing from present conditions, a _ re- 
turn to the old-time spelling contest 
might bring about most desirable re- 
sults. Competition is an important 
factor in strengthening and stimulat- 
ing the interest of the pupils in what 
might otherwise be merely drudgery, 
—the lesson that must be learnd, 


Rockford Meeting A Success 


Rockford was at its best when more 
than thirteen hundred teachers and 
school men attended the meeting of 
the Northern-Western Division of the 
Illinois State Teachers’ Association, 
held in that city Nov. 6th, 7th and 8th. 

All possible efforts had been made 
to provide for the comfort and con- 
venience of the guests. 

Music for this occasion was furnisht 
by the pupils of the Rockford schools, 
and the work was.a credit to both 
teachers and students. 

We have not space enough to per- 
mit mention of all the excellent ad- 
dresses given, but the chief speakers 
were Dr. Walter Gill Scott of Evans- 
ton, Prof. G. D. Strayer, Pres. L. C. 
Lord of Charleston Normal, Lieut. 
Governor Barrett O’Hara, Prof. New- 
ell D. Gilbert of DeKalb and Hon. F. 
G. Blair. All these addresses were 
most interesting and instructiv. 

The session Saturday morning con- 
cernd itself largely with the business 
matters of the association, with the 
exception of a memorial address for 
the late P. R. Walker, who was for so - 
many years superintendent of the 
Rockford schools. 

The business meeting proper was 
preceded by a resume of the discus- 
sions in the various sections. The 
president cald upon the secretary of 
each section for a brief summary of 
the various topics discust in that sec- 
tion. 

The report of the auditing commit- 
tee was red and adopted, as was the 
report of the tresurer. The report of 
the nominating committee gave the 
following nominations: 

President—J. B. McManus, LaSalle. 

Vice President—K. D. Waldo, Syca- 
more. 

Secretary—S. F. Parson, DeKalb. 

Assistant Secretary—F. R. Ritzman, 
DeKalb. 

Tresurer—J. R. Hart, Peru. 


Executiv Committee 


Cc. P. Briggs, Rockford, Chairman. 

T. D. Hopkins, Wenona. 

F. D. Chadwick, Steward. 

S. E. Raines, Freeport. 

E. C. Parsons, Dixon. 

W. R. Foster, Ottawa 

The report of the nominating com- 
mittee was accepted as red and the of- 
fisers unanimously elected. The presi- 
dent appointed the following represen- 
tativs on the state committees— 
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Resolutions—E. T. Austin, Sterling. 

Legislation—W. R. Foster, Ottawa. 

Appropriations—L. A. Mahoney, 
Rochelle. 

The following committee on publi- 
city was also appointed: 

E. O. Phares—Rock Falls. 

John Croes—Oregon. 

G. V. Clum—Mt. Carroll. 

H. B. Hayden—Rock Island. 

Mabel Goddard—Freeport. 

The report of the committee on res- 
olutions is given in full: 

Your committee on resolutions re- 
spectfully submits the following as its 
report:— 

BE IT RESOLVD by the Western 
Section of the Northern Illinois 
Teachers’ Association that the said as- 
sociation favors:— 

1. A vocational education law 
which provides for it in connection 
with and under the direction of the 
present school system. 

2. A minimum wage law for the 
payment of teachers. . 

3. A law which will insure sani- 
tary bildings and equipments for all 
schools. 

4. A law giving school boards the 
power to employ superintendents and 
high school principals for a term of 
years. 

5. An increase in the biennial ap- 
propriation by the General Assembly 
until the total shall be equal to a two 
mill tax on the assest value of prop- 
erty in the state. 

6. The township as the minimum 
unit for rural school administration. 

7. A larger use of the school prop- 
erty by the community. 

8. A law prohibiting the sale of 
cigarets in the state. 

9. A state-wide insurance and pen- 
sion law and commend what is known 
as the Freeport bill. 

10. We commend the president of 
this association for her efficient man- 
agement of the meeting; the executiv 
committee for its satisfactory pro- 
gram; the local committee for its 
wise and ample provisions for our en- 
tertainment; and the city of Rockford 
for its kindly and cordial hospitality 
and the Chamber of Commerce for its 
generous hospitality and all others 
who contributed to the success of the 
meeting. 

(The following resolution was later 
embodied in those above) :— 

WHERPAS, It is a generally recog- 
nized fact that the 20th century edu- 


cation demands the spirit engenderd 
and developt in the kindergarten thru 
all the grades from the kindergarten 
to the university, inclusiv, 


THEREFORE RESOLVD, That we 
favor the incorporation of the kinder- 
garten in all our village and city 
schools; and we earnestly urge the 
Directors and Boards of Education to 
take the necessary mesure to secure 
incorporation. 

Signd—W. R. Snyder 
W. R. Foster 
H. B. Price 
Committee on Resolutions. 

The above resolutions were adopted 
by the association. A motion that 
sympathy be extended to the family of 
Supt. 8S. J. Ferguson of Rock Island 
took the form of a resolution which 
was to be embodied in those alredy 
presented. The new president, J. B. 
McManus of LaSalle, suggested that 
the meeting of the Northern-Western 
Section for 1914 be held in LaSalle, as 
the meetings had for two years been 
held in the northern part of that di- 
vision. In the absence of Mr. Parson, 
Mr. F. R. Ritzman of DeKalb acted as 
secretary. Much credit is due those 
who had labord so faithfully to make 
this meeting a success. Miss Myrtle 
Renwick as president presided with 
tact and dignity. The tresurer, Mr. S. 
E. Raines of Freeport, had pland a 
system for securing the registrations 
which workt out very successfully. The 
executiv committee, with Mr. Mc- 
Manus as chairman, had spared no 
pains to arrange a program from 
which the teachers could derive a 
maximum benefit from a minimum 
amount of time, and their efforts were 
rewarded by the appreciativ audiences 
that listend to the various speakers. 
On every hand were evidences of the 
fact that all had found the meeting 
up to the top-notch of their expecta- 
tions. 





The Aurora Daily Beacon for Nov. 
‘ith contains a most excellent brief 
article advocating the use of the 
school as a social center, written by 
Mrs. M. L. Purgin, of the Illinois Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs. Mrs. Pur- 
gin advises the use of the school bild- 
ings for political meetings and for 
polling booths and also for social ev- 
enings for the young people. May 
more newspapers take up this all-im- 
portant question. 
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Meeting of the Chicago Division of the Illinois 
State Teachers’ Association 


The attendance of some three hun- 
dred teachers at the meeting of the 
Chicago Division is no criterion of the 
spirit of co-operation of the teachers 
of our metropolis or of the intrinsic 
value of the meeting. At the present 
writing we understand that about 
1800 teachers enrold from this sec- 
tion. The somewhat limited attend- 
anee of the teaching force is easily 
explaind by the large number of or- 
ganizations of teachers in the city and 
the consequent demand on the Satur- 
day hours of that profession. 

The program was excellently pland 
and the speakers did justis to the oc- 
easion. The plan of having all speak- 
ers from down-state is an effectiv way 
for bringing the needs of this portion 
of the commonwelth, in an education- 
al sense, to the intelligent attention 
of the city teachers. The part playd 
by the visiting speakers: was by no 
means the entire feature of the oc- 
casion. The general discussion that 
followd the presentation of the differ- 
ent subjects was pointed and enlight- 
ening. The spirit manifested a grow- 
ing professional consciousness that 
should meet the expectations of the 
most optimistic friends of the reor- 
ganized association. 

President Hatfield’s Address 

Was a plain and comprehensiv 
statement of the aims and purpose of 
the Association. His pleas for a larg- 
er consciousness and a practical alt- 
ruism, were forcefully and ably pre- 
sented. We have heard many favor- 
able comments on this number of the 
program. Mr. Hatfield was followd 
on the program by Prof. Hieronymus 
who gave a very lucid account of the 
legislativ conditions, both in past 
years and the present situation that 
confronts the teachers of the state. 
Mr. Hieronymus has had a broad ex- 
perience in the practical field of cam- 
pains for school legislation. There 
are few men in the state who possess 
a more valuable fund of informa- 
tion peculiar to legislativ programs. 


Miss Mabel Carney of Normal 

Presented the needs of the country 
school on the three sides—social, eco- 
legislativ. 


nomic and Her address 


teemd with valuable suggestions and 
was in every way a thoro exposition of 
conditions in the rural communities. 
Among other things she pointed out 
the needs of a more adequate system 
of supervision for the country schools. 
Under the present system the county 
superintendents in most instances are 
doing every thing possible to improve 
instruction and conditions thru the 
medium of personal visitation, but as 
every live offiser knows, this at its 
best is but a poor imitation of what 
should be. 

Miss Anna Wright of Moline \ 
Took for her text the need of a state 
wide pension and retirement fund 
law. Miss Wright explaind the main 
features of the tentativ bill that the 
Freeport teachers have drafted. This 
is mddeld after the Wisconsin law. 
Probably her discussion aroused more 
interest than any other feature of the 
program on account of the timeliness 
and importance of the question. The 
speaker exprest herself as unequivoc- 
ally opposed to any bill that would in 
any way interfere with the continued 
operation of the present pension laws 
of a local nature now in effect in the 
state. This met with the harty ap- 
proval of the Chicago teachers who 
attested their good-will in a very 
tangible manner by a liberal appro- 
priation for the purpose of investiga- 
tion and pushing the cause of a state 
wide pension bill. The teachers of 
Freeport and Moline have workt un- 
ceasingly and unselfishly for the mes- 
ure, and that in the face of great 
odds incurd by lack of funds, all of 
the money contributed thus far being 
a part of the too-meagre salaries of 
these faithful women. Miss Kather- 
ine Moran and several other Free- 
port teachers gave of their time and 
funds to attend the Chicago enctng/ 
General Discussion 

Of all addresses followd in the af- 
ternoon session. It was animated 
from start to finish. The State wide 
pension question and vocational edu- 
cation came in for the lion's share of 
attention, as might be expected. In 
both instances the teachers of Chi- 
cago indicated their loyalty to the 
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State Association and their desire to 
see a successful campain for the com- 
ing year in a very practicable manner. 

The following resolutions were past: 

The members of the Chicago Divis- 
ion of the Illinois State Teachers As- 
sociation favor seeking legislation 
that will secure longer tenure of of- 
fis for teachers and superintendents 
of schools. 

We favor a minimum wage law for 
teachers in this state. 

We favor a law requiring the erec- 
tion of all school houses on plans pro- 
viding for proper heating, lighting, 
ventilation, seating and other sani- 
tary arrangements, as approved by 
the Department of Public Instruction. 

We favor the establishment of vo- 
cational training as part of the pres- 
ent public school system. 

We believe that the appropriations 
by the state for school purposes 
should be increast to a two-mill tax 
on the welth of the state. 

We favor a larger school unit for 
taxation and administration. 

We favor a convention to revise 
the Constitution of the State of IIli- 
nols. 

We favor a state-wide pension for 
teachers, providing the securing of 
such pension law is not made the en- 
tering wedge for changing the prin- 
ciples underlying the pension sys- 
tems alredy establisht and in force in 
this state; namely, equal contributions 
for the same years of servis and the 
same benefits for all contributors, and 
the control of the funds vested in the 
contributing teachers. 

We believe that the State Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction should 
be authorized to call upon the State 
University for such investigations and 
research work as may be desirable to 
improve the edutational interests of 
the state. 

Respectfully submitted, 

NELLIE C. CALAAHAN, 
CHESTER C. DODGE, 

A. O. CODDINGTON, 
Committee on Resolutions. 

Chicago, November 15, 1913. 

The following resolution introduced 
by Miss Haley of Chicago was past: 

“That the Chicago Division recom- 
mend an amendment to the Illinois 
State Teachers Constitution providing 
that before publishing in the official 
organ the record of any member of 
the legislature, approving or disap- 
proving his action in regard to legis- 
lation of local, not state wide, tnter- 


est, such record shall be submitted to 
and approved by the Legislativ Com- 
mittee of the Local Division affected 
by and directly interested in such leg- 
islation.” 

Two important motions past are al- 
so given below: 

Amend the report of Appropriations 
Committee so that $500 may be set 
aside for the use of the Legislativ 
Committee, and that the Legislativ 
Committee be authorized to spend 
such part of that $500 for legislativ 
work in connection with the state 
pension matter as may seem wise. 

That an investigator of the exist- 
ing vocational education systems be 
appointed, and that the Executiv 
Committee be authorized to pay such 
expenses as are necessary to make a 
report on this subject, to show what is 
being done in the matter within the 
public school system. 

The following offisers were elected 
for the coming year: 

President—W. R. Hatfield. 

Vice President—Ida L. M. Furs- 
man, 

Secretary—Louella Chapin. 

Tresurer—Albert W. Evans. 

State Committees: 

Resolutions—A. O. Coddington. 
Appropriations—C. E. DeButts. 
Legislativ—F. B. Ormsby. 





At least one newspaper in Northern 
Illinois is vitally interested in the ed- 
ucational problems that are demand- 
ing attention at the present time. The 
Joliet News is making a campain 
against ‘lliteracy which will surely 
bring forth results. The last census 
reveald a rather depressing condition 
in the prevalence of illiteracy in the 
city of Joliet. According to the re- 
port of 1910 the illiteracy in Joliet ran 
the highest of any city in the state of 
Illinois, being 8.4 per cent of the total. 
East St. Louis ranks second with 7.1 
per cent, Chicago has 5.1 per cent; El- 
gin 3.1 per cent and Aurora 2.5 per 
cent. Some outside cities, of course, 
run even higher in percentages than 
Joliet. Fall River, Mass., shows 15.6 
per cent and Scranton, Pa., 12.2 per 
cent. The condition in Joliet has 
aroused much discussion and the News 
has taken up the question in serious 
and energetic fashion. It will wage a 
determind campain from now on that 
shall look toward the minimizing of 
an evil that uncorrected can only re- 
sult in the undermining of the muni- 
eipality 
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